CITY OF DULUTH
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS/UTILITIES
Utility Operations
520 Garfield
Duluth Minnesota 55802

February 6, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

*****Important - Please Read*******
In order to comply with the Federal Government’s mandate as dictated in the Consent
Decree signed by the City, we are implementing a FOG program that will require the
involvement of every business that is classified as a Food Service Facility (FSF).
As a key component of the program the City of Duluth has revised a section of Chapter
43 – Sewers and Sewage Disposal. The intent of the revision is to reduce the amounts
of Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) that are deposited into the City’s Wastewater Collection
and Transmission System (WCTS). A copy of the new section is attached. The new
ordinance is effective on April 1st, 2010.
In addition to becoming familiar with the above, you should also know the plumbing
requirements of the Minnesota Statute, section 326B.53
As a commercial enterprise that may become involved in either the construction of a
new structure or the renovation of an existing structure being designed to house a FSF,
you need to be aware of the following major components of the new ordinance:
1. All construction as defined above will require the installation of an exterior grease
interceptor. If you feel that the construction parameters do now allow for such a
structure you must submit a request for a variance. Please see Sec. 43-50.5 for specific
details.
2. No food grinder can be attached to the plumbing or sewage system. Please see Sec.
43-50.1 for details.
3. No dishwasher can be connected to any sewage system feeding any type of grease
control device. Please see Sec. 43-50.1 for details.
4. No wastewater in excess of 140° F can be discharged into any grease control
device. Please see Sec. 43-50.1 for details.

5. Construction of a multi-tenant structure designed to house more that one FSF must
have an exterior interceptor for each FSF. As in number 1 above a variance may be
granted upon submission of a request. Please see Sec. 43-50.3 for details.
Any submission of building plans or requests for a plumbing permit received by the City
on or after April 1st is subject to the new ordinance. If you initiate construction without
prior review and approval you need to be advised that you will not pass final inspection
if you are not in compliance with the new ordinance language.
I have included additional information on grease interceptors. In doing so, the City of
Duluth is not endorsing any manufacturer of any type of grease control device. In
addition, the City does not endorse any statement made in the document that may be in
conflict with the ordinance. The document is provided on an “information only” basis.
You should ensure that you follow the manufacturer’s installation guide and pay
particular attention to ensuring that the device is sized large enough to handle the
facility being constructed.
If you have any questions at all, you are encouraged to contact the undersigned during
normal business hours.

Sincerely,

John Center
Project Coordinator
City of Duluth
jcenter@duluthmn.gov
730-4067

+++Please read the attached ordinance
and be sure that you are familiar with the
new requirements++++

